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Puget Sound Watershed

2014, the 12 Puget Sound coastal 
shoreline counties accounted for 68% 
of the Washington State population, 
4,779,172 out of 7,061,530



Local Rain Garden Rebates

2014, the 12 Puget Sound coastal 
shoreline counties accounted for 68% of 
the Washington State population, 
4,779,172 out of 7,061,530



WSU Puyallup Research Facility



Statewide LID Training Program



LID and Rain Garden Resources



Why Real Estate Professionals?

We want to change how development occurs

Real estate brokers can be or often work with 
small and large scale developers – and could 
influence development. 

Sale/transfer of land is often at the nexus of re-
development and thus represents an 
educational moment

“Captive” audience in need of clock hours for 
license.

Real Estate Professional Training



Real Estate Professional Training



Eight full-day workshops were presented across
Washington State in 2013.

Provided 7.5 clock hours of continuing education 
credit for licensed real estate brokers and appraisers. 

Real Estate Professional Training



Bellingham

Everett

Puyallup
Olympia

Vancouver 

Bremerton

Ellensburg

Spokane

Course Locations

239 Total Participants



My understanding of how LID techniques help filter 
pollutants increased:

Improved Understanding



7 Fact Sheets – Created for series, now 
available via many websites

http://www.wastormwatercenter.org/

LID Factsheets



Stewardship Partners Collaboration

• Brought $300,000 to assist us in 
building our capacity also do outreach as 
part of the 12,000 Rain Gardens 
Campaign over 3 years (2012-2015)

• Enabled us to:
–Provide training for Master Gardeners
–Provide seed funds for demonstration 
rain gardens in each county

–Provide a series of trainings for 
landscape professionals



Stewardship Partners Collaboration



Stewardship Partners Collaboration



Public Workshops

Over 300 Local 
Workshops and 
Presentations 
reaching over 6000 
people



Rain Garden Mentors
• Rain Garden Mentor Volunteers meet with homeowners at 

their site:

– Provide guidance to help in the decision-making and planning 
processes. Also help to determine the necessity of a rain 
garden and siting issues.

– Explain how rain gardens work and how the combination of 
proper soil amendments and plant selection improve rain 
garden function, aesthetic and health.

– Assist with measurements and explain how to route water 
from impervious surfaces like roof tops and driveways into a 
rain garden. 

– Rain Garden Mentors are available to help answer questions 
throughout the rain garden planning and installation process, 

– Table at home shows and other public events.



84 Total Participants 2011-2017 in 
Kitsap County 

Training for Landscape Professionals



Stormwater Stewards



Collaborative Learning

Stormwater Stewards



Stormwater Stewards



Level of agreement with statement:
“Receiving a SWS site assessment increased my 

knowledge of my landscape and its impact on water 
resources in my region.”

Strongly agree = 69%

Agree = 31%

Neither agree nor disagree = 0%

Disagree = 0%

Strongly disagree = 0%

•Stormwater Stewards



Addressing Stormwater Issues 
Through Partnerships

Local Collaborations



Local Collaborations



Local Collaborations



Local Collaborations



Outreach Display Materials



Outreach Display Materials



Bioretention and Rain Garden Protocol 
Development

Joy Rodriguez, EIT – City of Puyallup Aaron Clark – Stewardship Partners
Bob Simmons, Chrys Bertolotto – WSU Extension Ani Jayakaran, PhD PE – WSU, Washington 
Stormwater Center
Philomena Kedziorski 
Erica Guttman – WSU Extension



Project Purpose

Develop a rain garden and bioretention assessment 
protocol to evaluate basic functions of rain gardens 
and bioretention facilities.
• Assess factors influencing their success and failure.
• Protocol is being developed to allow for:

• Ease of implementation
• Repeatability across large geographic scales
• Consistent data from multiple implementers
• Provide data of scientific and adaptive 

management value. 



Bob Simmons
simmons@wsu.edu 
360.379-5610 x207  

raingarden.wsu.edu
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